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Military Mission to Greece. But three days later Giers
learned that General Liman would also have command of
the Turkish Army Corps stationed at Constantinople, This
was a new feature to which Russia and France at once, and
eventually England, objected. It gave General Liman
quite a different position from that of Von der Goltz before
him, or from that of the French military instructor in
Greece.271
On the day the news of the German Military Mission
reached St. Petersburg, Sazonov was absent in the Crimea
making a report to the Tsar. M. Kokovtsev, the Russian
Premier and Minister of Finance, was in France arranging
for the five-hundred-rnillion-franc loan for the construction
of Russian strategic railways, but he was planning to stop
in Berlin on his way home to thank the Kaiser for decorat-
ing him with the Order of the Black Eagle. It was there-
fore decided that Kokovtsev should take advantage of his
visit in Berlin to set forth Russia's objections to the new
German Military Mission. His report to the Tsar of his
interviews with Bethmann-Hollweg and the Kaiser gives
an excellent statement of the Liman von Sanders affair at
the moment it became a serious diplomatic question. After
mentioning Sazonov's injured feelings at not having been
told of the projected Military Mission, Kokovtsev con-
tinues [his prolix circumlocutions being somewhat abbrevi-
ated]:
Both the Chancellor and the Emperor left me with the
impression that the project was born last Spring, and that
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